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To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Urban 
District  of  Bletchley 

20 th  July,  1953 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1952. 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  total  number  of  deaths  during  the 
year,  giving  a satisfactory  low  ratio  of  7.9  per  1,000.  This  figure  is 
much  lower  than  that  for  the  rest  of  the  county  and  also  that  for 
England  and  Wales.  Fifty-four  of  the  total  of  88  deaths  were  due 
to  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  and  cancer. 

The  Birth  Rate  shows  a most  satisfactory  rise  over  the  previous  year 
and  was  much  higher  than  the  county  figures  and  the  figure  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  higher  than  last  year.  There  were 
actually  eight  deaths  in  this  group,  of  which  six  were  under  the  age 
of  four  weeks. 

In  the  sphere  of  Infectious  Disease  we  had  three  cases  of  anterior 
poliomyelitis  during  the  year,  one  being  the  paralytic  type,  two  the 
non-paralytic,  one  was  an  adult  and  two  were  school  children.  There 
was  no  connection  between  the  three  cases  or  any  other  known  case  of 
poliomyelitis.  All  three  cases  progressed  well.  The  epidemiology  of 
this  disease  continues  to  puzzle  public  health  authorities  although  there 
now  appears  to  be  hopes  of  a successful  form  of  innoculation  against 
it. 

I should  like  to  record  another  year  of  pleasant  co-operation  with 
Mr.  R.  L.  Sherwood,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  Mr.  J.  F.  Smithie, 
your  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  their  Staffs. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  WALDRON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


1951 

1952. 

Area  (in  acres) 

4462 

44621 

Population  ...  ... 

10927 

11130 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ... 

3197 

3301 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April) 

£61359 

£63063' 

Rate  per  £1 

26/8 

27/- 

Sum  represented  by  id.  Rate  ... 

£255/13/3 

£262/15/3 1 

BIRTHS  : 

Legitimate 

Males  72 

105 

Females  85 

87 

Illegitimate 

Males  2 

4 

Females  — 

2 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

14.6 

17.8 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population — 
Bucks  County 

15.1 

15.2 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population — 

England  and  Wales 

15.5 

15.3 

Still  Births 

Males  1 

3 

Females  1 

2 

DEATHS : 

Males  60 

43 

Females  44 

45 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  ... 

9.7 

7.9 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population — 
Bucks  County 

10.8 

9.9. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population — 
England  and  Wales 

12.5 

11.3 

Maternal  Mortality 

Nil 

4.93 

Maternal  Mortality  — England  and 
Wales  

0.79 

0.72 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY: 


1951 

1952 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  I 

year 

per 

1,000  Live  Births  ... 

31.4 

40.4 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 

year 

per 

1,000  Live  Births  Bucks  County 

24.6 

25 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  l 

year 

per 

1,000  Live  Births  England  & Wales 

29.6 

27.6 

Deaths  from  Measles... 

• • • 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

. . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years 

of  age) 

... 

Nil 

Nil 

PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

1952 

1951 

M F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococeal  Infections 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer  ... 

10 

6 

16 

9 

10 

19 

Lenkemia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diabetes 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

3 

3 

6 

9 

10 

19 

Heart  Disease  ... 

13 

13 

26 

19 

11 

30 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

1 

5 

6 

1 

4 

5 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

0 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis 

1 

2 

3 

3 

0 

3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Digestive  Diseases 

0 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Nephritis 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Hyperplosia  of  Prostate 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  Causes 

0 

4 

4 

0 

2 

2 

Accidents 

5 

2 

7 

4 

1 

5 

Suicide 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

3 

All  Other  Causes 

8 

6 

14 

7 

3 

10 

Totals  . . . 

43 

45 

88 

60 

44 

104 
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SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES' 

1.  LABORATORY  SERVICES 

The  bacteriological  work  of  the  District  has  been  carried  out  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Bedford,  Luton  and  Oxford. 
Samples  of  Water  and  Sewage  for  chemical  analysis  are  sent  to  London. 

2.  AMBULANCE  SERVICES 

These  services  are  administered  by  the  County  Council.  An 
Ambulance  Station  with  two  Ambulances  and  two  Sitting  Case  Cars 
has  been  established  in  the  Town  which  has  dealt  satisfactorily  with 
all  general  cases  including  accidents. 

3.  NURSING  FACILITIES 

As  in  previous  years  the  District  Nurses  carried  on  their  very 
excellent  and  noble  work. 

4.  CLINICS 

(a)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : This  Clinic  has  been  held 
weekly  at  the  Clinic  in  Bletchley  Road.  The  voluntary  committee, 
District  Nurses  and  Health  Visitor  attended  each  time  and  a doctor 
attended  once  a fortnight.  I feel  that  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given 
to  the  ladies  of  the  voluntary  committee  who  give  so  much  of  their 
spare  time,  ungrudgingly,  to  this  work.  The  total  number  of  children 
who  attended  during  the  year  was  2,387. 

(b)  Chest  Clinic  : This  clinic  continues  to  do  excellent  work.  It 
is  a self-contained  unit  complete  with  X-ray  apparatus,  etc.,  and  is 
under  the  personal  supervision  of  the  County  Chest  Physician.  Sessions 
are  held  weekly  at  the  Clinic,  Bletchley  Road. 

(c)  Physiotherapy  Clinic  : This  clinic  which  is  administered  by 
the  British  Red  Cross  Society  continues  to  do  very  good  work.  Unfor- 
tunately shortage  of  staff  has  at  times  hampered  its  work.  The  Region- 
al Hospital  Board  are  taking  it  over  when  suitable  premises  can  be 
procured.  It  is  at  present  functioning  in  premises  provided  temporarily 
by  Bletchley  Urban  District  Council. 

(d)  Ophthalmic  Clinic  : An  ophthalmic  surgeon  and  an  orthoptist 
hold  weekly  clinics  at  Bletchley  Road.  In  addition  there  is  a special 
session  on  the  first  Saturday  of  each  month  for  school  children. 

(e)  Dermatological  Clinic  : A specialist  in  skin  diseases  attends 
twice  monthly. 

(f)  Dental  Clinic  : This  clinic  continues  to  do  very  good  work 
amongst  the  school  children.  A full  time  dental  surgeon  attends. 

(g)  Toddlers’  Clinic  : Due  to  increased  work  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Clinic  a special  clinic  was  instituted  for  the  toddlers.  This  is  held  on 
the  fourth  Thursday  and  Friday  of  each  month. 

(h)  Health  Visiting : Two  whole  time  Health  Visitors  have  been 
appointed  to  the  Bletchley  area  and  they  are  doing  excellent  work. 
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(i)  Speech  Therapy  : A qualified  Speech  Therapist  attends  week- 
f and  is  doing  very  excellent  work  among  school  children. 

(j)  Care  of  the  Blind  : The  Home  Teacher  for  the  Blind  has  her 
eadquarters  at  Bletchley  Road,  and  attends  there  weekly. 

All  of  these  services,  except  Physiotherapy,  are  administered  by 
he  County  Health  Department,  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  or  both, 
nd  all  are  housed  in  the  Bletchley  Road  building  which  was  originally 
ntended  as  a School  Clinic  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  only. 

With  the  increasing  size  of  Bletchley  their  work  has  increased,  and 
>f  course  will  continue  to  do  so.  As  it  does  not  appear  likely  that 
ve  will  get  a hospital  for  Bletchley  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  planners 
lave  made  allowance  for  a suitable  building  in  a central  situation  to 
louse  all  these  most  essential  services  for  the  welfare  of  young  and 

•Id. 

i.  HOSPITALS 

The  following  hospitals  have  served  this  area  : 

Infectious  Diseases  : 

Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital 
Slade  Hospital,  Oxford 

Tuberculosis  : 

Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium 
General : 

Northampton  General  Hospital 
Bedford  County  Hospital 
Royal  Bucks  Hospital,  Aylesbury 
London  Hospitals 
Tindal  House,  Aylesbury 

S.  DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

This  service,  administered  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council  by  the 
Women's  Voluntary  Service,  has  done  very  good  work  since  its  incep- 
:ion.  Approximately  220  cases  were  assisted  during  the  year. 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

A.  WATER 
(a)  Quality 

There  was  trouble  again  during  the  year  with  sediment  in  the  water 
supply  to  the  town.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  adequate  filtration  methods 
and  other  measures  will  soon  get  rid  of  this  annual  bugbear. 

In  spite  of  the  at  times  "unpalatable”  nature  of  the  water  the 
bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  have  been  of  a high  standard. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  ANALYSIS 


Nature 
of  Sample 

(i)  Tap 

Of)  Tap 

(iii)  Tap 

(iv)  Tap 

(v)  Borehole  No.  2 

(vi)  Borehole  No.  3 


Probable  No.  of  colifor 
Place  bacilli  per  100  ml. 


Council  Offices,  Bletchley 

Nil 

Church  Green  Rd.,  Bletchley 

Nil 

Simpson  Village 

Nil 

Water  Eaton  Road 

Nil 

Sandhouse 

Nil 

Sandhouse 

Nil 

CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS 

44  Church  Green  Road 


Suspended  Solids 
Dissolved  Solids 
Chloride  (as  Cl2) 

Free  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Nitrate  (as  N2) 

Nitrite 

Oxygen  consumed  from 

80°  F.)  

pH  Value  

Temporary  Hardness  . . . 
Permanent  Hardness  . . . 
Free  C02 
Iron  as  Fe 


Permanganate 


(4 


hrs. 


Parts  per  100,00 
Nil 
26.2 
2.0 

0.0211 

0.003; 

0.22 

. . very  faint  trao 
at 

..  0.0096  N/'8> 

7.0 
7.86 

9.0 
2.8 
0.05 


Borehole  No.  6 came  into  commission  early  in  the  year  and  Bore 
hole  No.  7 was  successfully  sunk  and  is  expected  to  come  into  opera 
tion  early  in  1953.  Consequently  a much  smaller  quantity  of  wate 
was  purchased  from  the  Birchmoor  Water  and  Sewerage  Committee 

The  bringing  into  service  of  water  from  Borehole  No.  7 shoulc 
enable  the  Council  to  meet  all  its  normal  daily  demands  from  its  owr 
resources  for  the  first  time  since  the  collapse  of  the  well  in  1948. 

A comprehensive  scheme  is  being  prepared  for  additional  watei 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  expanding  town. 

Only  six  houses  within  the  Urban  District  are  not  connected  tc 
the  mains. 


B.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  has  again  been  seriously  overloadec 
and  the  replacement  of  the  works  by  a new  one  is  the  most  urgent 
requirements  of  the  town.  This  work  was  commenced  during  the  yeai 
and  the  roofs  of  the  old  septic  tanks  were  removed. 

The  Old  Bletchley  Disposal  Works  has  continued  to  work  fairly 
satisfactorily,  but  is  now  overloaded. 
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RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  get  the  responsible  authority  to  meet 
he  problem  of  flooding  at  Simpson. 

).  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

Practically  100  per  cent  of  the  houses  in  the  district  are  now  on 
he  water  carriage  system. 

i.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Refuse  collection  is  now  satisfactory  on  the  basis  of  a weekly  col- 
ection. 

During  the  year  all  refuse  has  been  tipped  into  the  pit  off  Water 
■aton  Road,  which  is  now  almost  completely  filled. 

A new  tipping  ground  will  be  required  very  soon. 

'.  SHOPS  ACT,  1950  (Section  38) 

Shops  have  been  inspected  for  contravention  of  the  above  Act. 

5.  MARKETS 

The  market  is  inspected  weekly  as  a routine. 

I.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Observations  of  chimneys  have  been  taken  and  two  written  notices 
if  excessive  smoke  emission  sent  to  the  persons  responsible. 

. SWIMMING  BATHS 

A Public  Swimming  Bath  is  still  one  of  the  urgent  amenities  re- 
tired in  the  town.  The  future  looks  brighter  than  last  year. 

. ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  bed  bug  infestation  during  1952. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT  (J.  F.  Smithie) 
INSPECTIONS  MADE 


Vater 

158 

Drainage 

241 

lutchers 

51 

Buildings 

280 

factories  Act,  1937 

69 

Destructor  and  Tips  ... 

57 

;ood  & Drugs  Act 

184 

Smoke 

38 

Lousing 

310 

Slaughterhouse 

289 

iewerage 

139 

Ice  Cream 

86 

Total  Inspections 

1902 

Louses  and  Clothing 

Disinfected 

23 

nformal  Notices 

68 

Statutory  Notices 

17 
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SECTION  D 
HOUSING 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  : 

1.  (i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  33 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10! 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  of  their  officers...  ...  ...  ...  9i 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — - 
Public  Health  Act : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  1( 

4.  HOUSING  ACT,  1936  : Part  IV.  OVERCROWDING 

(i)  (a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ( 

(b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  — 

(c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(ii)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . ( 

(iii)  (a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ( 

(b)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ... 

(iv)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 
have  again  been  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  has  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding 
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(v)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ...  ...  — 

ne  hundred  and  six  new  Council  Houses  have  been  completed 
52. 


SECTION  E 

PECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

.)  FOOD  GENERALLY.  All  food  premises  have  been  in- 
id  both  as  a routine  and  on  complaint  under  the  general  pro- 
is  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  the  Byelaws  made  under 
>n  15  of  the  Act. 

b)  ICE  CREAM.  Samples  have  been  taken  periodically  and 
ctions  of  registered  premises  carried  out.  It  has  not  been  neces- 
o remove  any  premises  from  the  register. 

c)  MILK.  There  are  ten  persons  carrying  on  the  trade  of  dis- 
:or  within  the  district. 


d)  MEAT.  All  butchers'  shops  have  been  inspected  periodically, 
ig  and  inspection  figures  for  the  Ministry  of  Food  slaughterhouse 
> follows : — 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

ber  killed  ... 

1160 

545 

3650 

152 

ber  inspected 

1160 

545 

3650 

152 

'i  senses  except  Tuberculosis 
le  carcases  condemned 

2 

2 

10 

1 

ises  of  which  some 
or  organ  was  con- 
led  ... 

311 

2 

83 

6 

;ntage  of  the  number 
;cted  infected  with 
se  other  than  tuber- 
sis  ... 

26.98% 

•73% 

2.55% 

4.61% 

rculosis  only 
>le  carcases  condemned 

3 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

ases  of  which  some 
or  organ  was  con- 
ned ... 

76 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

entage  of  the  number 
=cted  affected  with 
rculosis 

6.81% 

.18% 

Nil 

•66% 

SECTION  F 


FACTORIES  ACT 

The  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  Form  572  has 
completed  and  copies  forwarded  to  the  relevant  authorities. 


SECTION  G 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVE? 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES  i 

1.  GENERAL 

A sharp  epidemic  of  Measles  occurred  during  June  and  J 
This  was  confined  to  Far  Bletchley.  Three  cases  of  Anterior  Pc 
myelitis  occurred  during  the  year,  1 adult  and  2 school  children.  0: 
notifications,  particularly  Whooping  Cough,  showed  a most  satis:, 
tory  drop. 

2.  TUBERCULOSIS 

Eight  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  of  which  seven  » 
pulmonary  and  one  non-pulmonary.  Eight  cases  were  subsequer 
removed  from  the  Register. 

There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year. 

3.  CANCER 

This  disease  continues  to  take  its  toll.  There  were  sixteen  dea 
during  the  year. 

4.  NOTIFICATIONS 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . . I 

Scarlet  Fever. . . ...  ...  ...  ...  -.-I 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  (Infantile  Paralysis) 

(Paralytic) 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  (Infantile  Paralysis)  (Non  P.) 
Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  • ■ I 


